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tant from the latter. It is in the constellation Pisces and will 
move north and west into Pegasus. R. G. Aitken. 

September 23, 1913. 

Crossley Reflector Improvements. 

The original Crossley mounting and dome provided for the 
observer's position at the eye end of the telescope by means 
of an elevating platform raised and lowered by hand. Due 
to certain deficiencies in construction, this elevating platform 
was found inconvenient in actual use, and it was necessary 
to discard it at the time the new mounting for the telescope 
was installed, using instead of a pair of ladders in connection 
with two sliding platforms resting upon an elevated floor. 
The use of this system has been found to entail great strain 
and inconvenience on the part of the observer, particularly in 
long exposures ; in many positions of the telescope, especially 
for objects north of the zenith, the close and exacting work 
of guiding is carried out only at the cost of great strain and 
fatigue on the part of the observer. To render the instrument 
more efficient and easier in use a number of improvements have 
been designed, which are now being installed. These improve- 
ments comprise: — 

An elevating platform, four by ten feet in size, raised and 
lowered by a one-half horse-power electric motor, so as to give 
the observer convenient access to the guiding eye-piece in any 
position of the telescope. This platform is carried on a strong 
iron framework, which is attached to the dome and revolves 
with it : on the platform will be carried the controllers for 
the motors which rotate the dome and elevate the platform. 

The slow motion in right ascension is at present controlled 
by an endless cord ; for this there will be substituted a small 
electric motor, with a switch at the eye end. 

The hand clamps in right ascension will be supplanted by 
electric clamps, controlled from the eye end of the telescope. 

The driving system of the Crossley is rather unique, in that 
it consists of two sectors of about eight feet radius; one of 
these is reversing while the other is driving, and this has in 
the past necessitated that the observer leave his guiding twice 
each hour, once to stop the reversing sector at the end of its 
travel, and once to change from one sector to the other by 
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operating the hand clamps and shifting certain levers connect- 
ed with the gear train in a certain specified order. An auto- 
matic electrically operated gear-shifting mechanism has been 
designed, and is in process of construction, which will make 
these changes at the proper time, with no attention from the 
observer. H. D. Curtis. 

Correction. 

In my note on the unit of stellar distance in the August 
number of the Publications I regret that I inadvertently 
grouped the term siriometer with other terms which have been 
suggested as names for the distance corresponding to a paral- 
lax of one second of arc. The name siriometer was introduced 
by Professor C. V. L. Charlier, and is the distance equal to 
one million times the mean distance of the Sun from the Earth. 
It thus is almost identical with the term Swiusweite (the dis- 
tance corresponding to a parallax of 0.2 seconds of arc) ; the 
parallax of a star at a distance of one siriometer would be 
equal to o".2o6 +. It has the advantage that it is a definite 
and easily remembered multiple of the astronomical unit. 

H. D. Curtis. 

Rediscovery of Westphal's Periodic Comet. 

The fourth comet of the year was discovered on September 
26, 1913, by Mr. Delavan, at the La Plata Observatory, 
Argentina. This proves to be identical with Westphal's comet 
of 1852, which was expected to return to the neighborhood of 
the Earth this year, as the computed period was about sixty- 
one years. Only three comets of longer period than this have 
so far been observed at a second return to perihelion. These 
are Halley's comet, Pons-Brooks' comet (1812-1883), and 
Olbers-Brooks' comet (1815-1887). In .1852, Westphal's 
comet was, for a time, visible to the naked eye, though not a 
great comet. R. G. Aitken. 



